A.T. v Hungary, 2005
Complaint at the Committee on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women

http://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/protocol/decisions-views/CEDAW%20Decision%20on%20AT%20vs%20Hungary%20English.pdf
The complainant had suffered ongoing domestic violence, had been hospitalised because of it and feared for her life and the safety of her children, who, she claimed, had been threatened with rape. She could not go to a shelter as none were equipped to deal with her severely mentally disabled child and there were no restraining or protection orders available in Hungarian law. The husband had never been detained by the police and no action was taken by the authorities to protect her. National courts in civil proceedings had authorised her husband’s return to the apartment they jointly owned as his right to property could not be restricted even to protect AT and her children.

The Committee noted that discrimination includes gender-based violence and recommended that Hungary 

1. Take immediate and effective measures to guarantee the physical and mental integrity of A.T. and her family

2. Ensure that A.T. was given a safe home in which to live with her children, that she receives appropriate child support and legal assistance and that she receives reparation proportionate to the physical and mental harm undergone and to the gravity of the violations of her rights
This case was brought with the help of national NGOs and individual lawyers. It led not only to the immediate protection of AT and her children but also led to legislation on domestic violence and the creation of more refuges for women
. 
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