Reporting to the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 
Save the Children Sweden – Yemen

The following case study is taken from the report of the Global Capacity Building Workshop on Community and Child Centred Advocacy held by the International Save the Children Alliance in March 2006 in Kathmandu. 
Yemen ratified the UNCRC in 1991 and its third periodic reporting process took place during 2004/2005. A major shortcoming of the two previous reports, however, had been that issues of violence against children were not sufficiently addressed by either the government or NGOs and no serious follow up plans for implementation of the Concluding Observations had been made. 

Some of the benefits of this work included: 

· The Yemen Coalition for Child Rights Care, the Child Protection Network and The Violence against Children Network carrying out programmes to follow up on the UN Committee’s Concluding Observations. They now follow a child rights approach. 

· Other partners in civil society, including the Yemen Coalition, being mobilised to make use of the Concluding Observations in their advocacy and awareness raising efforts 

· Save the Children Sweden, along with its partners, convincing the media to report about the Concluding Observations, including issues of violence against children 

· The Children’s Parliament discussing the Concluding Observations and preparing aplan of action for follow-up in its session in August 2005. 

The Committee’s Concluding Observations from the third reporting process included: 

· Revision of existing legislation and explicit prohibition of all forms of physical and humiliating punishments 

· Training of teachers and parents on alternative practices 

· Undertaking awareness raising campaigns on the negative impact of physical and humiliating punishments 

Save the Children Sweden worked with the Yemen Coalition for Child Rights Care to submit an alternative report to the Committee on the Rights of the Child and included the issue of violence against children. In addition, a social worker’s report emphasized children’s voices. Workshops and training on child rights as well as awareness raising activities also took place during this time. In February 2005, the Coalition discussed the issue with the Committee at the pre-sessional meeting in Geneva. 

Although Concluding Observations are not legally binding, they are recommendations from the international body mandated to monitor state obligations and therefore carry significant political and moral weight. The more knowledge of them and mobilisation behind them, the greater that weight. Save the Children Sweden suggested that a follow-up plan to the Concluding Observations would be a strong platform for future advocacy. 

Because of NGO involvement in the reporting process, the Yemeni government was more aware and willing to listen on child rights issues, including violence against children. In March 2005, for example, the Higher Council for Motherhood and Childhood and the Arab Resource Collective, supported by Save the Children Sweden, organised a training workshop on advocacy for the rights of the child; and in September 2005, the Yemeni Government developed a plan of action emphasising that Yemen should address violence against children in schools and other settings. 

